I CLAIM: 



1 . A carrier for use in a coating process, the carrier being generally elongate and having 
a plurality of support members which, in use, support articles during the coating process, 
the support members each having an opening leading to a recess, the recess extending from 
the opening in a direction generally parallel to a longitudinal axis of the carrier. 

2. A carrier according to Claim 1 wherein the carrier lies within a plane, and wherein 
the support members lie in, or close to, the plane. 

3. A carrier according to Claim 2 which is generally planar. 

4. A carrier according to Claim 3 formed from sheet or sheet-like material. 

5. A carrier according to Claim 4 formed from sheet metal. 

6. A carrier according to Claim 5 wherein the support members are formed from sheet 
or sheet-like material. 

7. A carrier according to Claim 1 wherein the support members are integral with the 
carrier. 

8. A carrier according to Claim 1 wherein the carrier and support members are formed 
using a laser cutting operation. 

9. A carrier according to Claim 1 wherein the carrier and support members are formed 
from a single sheet. 

10. A carrier according to Claim 9 wherein the carrier and support members lie within 
or close to a single plane. 
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11. A carrier according to Claim 1 further comprising a strengthening element to resist 
bending. 

12. A carrier according to Claim 1 1 wherein the strengthening element comprises a lip 
or flange. 

13. A carrier according to Claim 12 wherein the strengthening element comprises a 
deformed edge part of the carrier. 

14. A carrier according to Claim 11 wherein the strengthening element is generally 
parallel to the longitudinal axis of the carrier. 

15. A carrier according to Claim 1 further comprising barriers disposed in relation to 
each of said plurality of support members to hinder removal or disengagement of articles 
therefrom. 

16. A carrier according to Claim 15 wherein the barriers are provided by connecting 
limbs of the support members. 

17. A carrier according to Claim 1 6 wherein the connecting limbs extend away from the 
carrier at an acute angle to the longitudinal axis. 

18. A carrier according to Claim 1 7 wherein the connecting limbs are generally in-line 
with the openings of the support members. 

19. A carrier according to Claim 18 wherein the connecting limb of a support member 
is located adjacent or close to the opening of a neighboring support member. 

20. A carrier according to Claim 19 wherein the connecting limb is generally elongate 
and wherein the limb lies generally parallel to the opening. 
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21. A carrier according to Claim 20 wherein the connecting limbs extend partly into the 
openings of neighboring support members. 

22. A carrier according to Claim 21 wherein distal ends of the support members are 
disposed, when the axis of the carrier is generally horizontal, beneath part of a neighboring 
connecting limb. 

23. A carrier according to Claim 22 wherein the connecting limbs provide a guide 
surface for use during engagement or disengagement of articles from the support members. 

24. A carrier according to Claim 23 wherein the carrier and support member are formed 
from stainless steel sheet. 

25. A method of making a carrier and support members for use in a coating process, 
comprising laser cutting a metal sheet material to obtain a desired profile. 

26. A method according to Claim 25 further comprising deforming an edge part of the 
carrier to provide a strengthening element. 

27. A method according to Claim 25 comprising the initial steps of designing a profile, 
and conveying the profile, in machine-readable format, to a laser cutter. 

28. A method according to Claim 27 wherein the profile is designed using a CAD 
package, conveyed electronically using digital exchange format and read by the cutter using 
the or a further CAD package. 

29. A rack for use in a coating process, comprising a plurality of carriers and support 
members substantially in accordance with Claim 1 . 



14 



30. A method of removing surface coating material from a support member on a coating 
rack, comprising engaging an article to be coated with a support part of the support member 
and vibrating the support member to induce movement of the article relative to the support 
member which is effective to abrade the surface coating, wherein the support member is 
attached to or integral with a carrier, the support member having a connecting limb, part of 
the connecting limb serving as a barrier to hinder disengagement of an article engaged with 
a neighboring support member. 

31. A method according to Claim 30 wherein a distal end of the support member is 
disposed beneath part of a neighboring connecting limb during the vibration stage. 

32. A support member for use in supporting an article during a coating process, the 
support member having a stop formation to hinder swinging movement of the article 
supported thereby. 

33. A support member according to Claim 32 wherein the stop formation is attached to 
or integral with a free end of the support member. 

34. A support member according to Claim 33 wherein the stop formation comprises a 
protrusion extending from the free end. 

35. A support member according to Claim 34 wherein the free end is generally "V" or 
"U"-shaped and wherein the stop formation extends from the apex of the "V" or "U". 

36. A support member according to Claim 35 wherein the extension depends from the 
support member. 

37. A support member according to Claim 36 wherein the stop formation is operative, 
in use, to hinder suspension of the article from the support member. 



15 



38. A support member according to Claim 37 having a support part which, in use, is in 
electrical contact with the article, the stop formation being operative to contact the article 
at a position remote from the vertical plane in which the electrical contact point is 
contained. 

39. A support member according to Claim 38 wherein the stop formation is operative, 
in use, to cause at least part of the article to be inclined to the vertical. 

40. A carrier having a plurality of support members associated therewith, the support 
members being in accordance with Claim 39. 

41. A rack for use in a coating process, comprising a plurality of carriers in accordance 
with Claim 43. 

42. A method of unloading the carrier of Claim 40, comprising tilting the carrier 
towards a generally vertical axis such that the articles may fall therefrom. 
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